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The US and China are facing political pressure to decouple technological ecosystems and close
digital borders. This includes efforts to localize data, hardware, and software, and increasing

restrictions on the movement of these goods between the two nations.

Image source: US-China 7th discussion on trading issue. Tia Dufour. 2019. Wikimedia Commons. Link. “As a work of the U.S. federal government, it is in the public
domain.”
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Both countries describe these
restrictions as matters of
national security. However,
they are also rooted in a drive
to control global supply
chains in the technology
sector. This economic rivalry
is at the root of growing

geopolitical tension.

Image source: The 2nd China (Mianyang) Science & Technology City International Hi-Tech Expo. RG72. 2014. Wikimedia Commons. Link. Creative
Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 International
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This competition for economic power arrives at the expense of data privacy protections in both
countries. According to the General Data Protection Regulation, an exemplary EU data privacy

law, privacy protections might include the right to:

p—

Know what data is collected, why, and who it's shared with.

\®)
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The right to delete your personal data, with some exceptions.

W

The right to opt out of having your data sold or shared for targeted ads.

A

The right to correct inaccurate data; the right to limit the use of sensitive
data, such as your SSN, geolocation, or financial information.
5) The right to non-discrimination, meaning businesses can't penalize you

for exercising these rights.

Regulation (EU) 2016/679 on the protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data and on the free movement of such data, repealing
Directive 95/46/EC.



By looking at the case studies of TikTok, a Chinese company operating in the USA, and Apple,
an American company operating in China, we show how the absence of data privacy standards

pervades across both contexts.
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Image: Apple Prineville Data Center, Oregon. Center for Land Use Interpretation.Link. Attribution-Noncommercial-Share Alike 4.0 Creative Commons License.



https://clui.org/ludb/site/apple-prineville-data-center
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/deed.en

TikTok in the US and Apple in China map onto each country’s data privacy strategy:

US laws rely on corporate data
management in a system of

fragmented regulations.

There is a piecemeal
approach to regulation, for
example, Trump’s executive
orders against Tik Tok.

Data is primarily owned,
stored, and managed by
private firms, as true in the

case of Oracle and TikTok.

Data centers operate as a
more direct extension of
state capacity, allowing for
government tech
innovation

Chinese laws prioritize mass
government data aggregation &
control at national level.

Data is treated as a strategic
national resource, hence
efforts to redistribute
infrastructure.



Artists offer an alternative vantage point.

Image Source (Left): 5 M B8 717 TR T AR IR B 1 i e B 1 B g LBy R R i X% . RS/ @ . Wikimedia Commons. Link. Image Source (Right):
Aerial View of Keller Bay, Texas. Wikimedia Commons. Link. Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 International


https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:%E7%B6%AD%E5%9F%BA%E5%B0%8F%E9%9C%B8%E7%8E%8B
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:%E8%B4%B5%E5%B7%9E%E7%9C%81%E6%AF%95%E8%8A%82%E5%B8%82%E5%A8%81%E5%AE%81%E5%BD%9D%E6%97%8F%E5%9B%9E%E6%97%8F%E8%8B%97%E6%97%8F%E8%87%AA%E6%B2%BB%E5%8E%BF%E6%9D%A8%E6%A2%85%E5%B1%B1%E9%99%84%E8%BF%91%E7%9A%84%E9%A3%8E%E5%8A%9B%E5%8F%91%E7%94%B5%E9%A3%8E%E8%BD%A6.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Aerial_View_of_Keller_Bay,_Texas.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/en:Creative_Commons
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en

2. Apple in China

Image source: Apple Ist, Nanjing, China. & JT/)» £ BUIE. 2019. Wikimedia Commons. Link. Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 International
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Apple was one of the major US tech companies permitted to collect data and operate within
China. In order to comply with Chinese regulations, Apple made significant structural changes.

These changes supported the Chinese state’s digital strategy and Apple’s revenue interests.

Image source: Apple store shanghai (24513943492). Melv_L - MACASR. 2014. Wikimedia Commons. Link. Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 2.0 Generic


https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Apple_store_shanghai_(24513943492).jpg
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/deed.en

Some of the restrictions Apple became subject to include the following stipulations found in the

Cybersecurity Law of the PRC (2017):

Article 35

“Critical information infrastructure
operators purchasing network products
and services that might impact national
security shall undergo a national security

review....”

Article 37

“Critical information infrastructure
operators...within the mainland territory

of the People’s Republic of China, shall

store it within mainland China.”



Data Security Law (2021)

Article 30

“Those handling important data shall
periodically conduct risk assessments...and
submit risk assessment reports...[that]

include the type and amount of important

data being handled....”

Personal Information Protection Law (2021)

Article 41

“...personal information processor shall
not provide the personal information
stored within the territory of the People’s
Republic of China to judicial or law
enforcement agencies outside of the
territory of the [PRC].”



These restrictions led Apple to locate its data infrastructure in China. In 2025, Apple operated
iCloud China in two data centers within China. This accounted for half of Apple’s data centers
outside of the US. iCloud China was located in the US prior to 2017.
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Source: Data Centers (2025). Map View of Apple’s Data Centers Outside the US. Data Centers. Link. Screenshot courtesy of authors.


https://datacenters.com/

Apple partnered with local governments to
navigate this web of regulations. The
relationship between Apple and the
Chinese state was symbiotic. Apple’s first
data center in China was key to a national
strategy to revitalize rural parts of western
China through data center development,
starting with Gui’an. The State Council
described the Gui’an New District as a

“strategic highland for inland openness to
the outside world.” (Guo Fa No. 2, 2012).

Source: Stokols, A. (2024). How is China's "Eastern Data Western Compute” (R (V4 5. ) developing? Sinocities. [Link]; Zhexi Zhang, G. (2024). China’s
Hinterland Becomes a Critical Datascape. Noema. [Link]; Image Source: Jacques Beaulieu (2013). Source: Caitriana Nicholson (2016). Guiyang, Guizhou.
Wikimedia Commons Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 2.0 Generic License. [Link].


https://sinocities.substack.com/p/how-is-chinas-eastern-data-western?utm_campaign=post&utm_medium=web&triedRedirect=true
https://www.noemamag.com/chinas-hinterland-becomes-a-critical-datascape/#:~:text=In%20December%202021%2C%20on%20a,night%20like%20a%20Germanic%20fairytale.
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Guiyang,_Guizhou_%E8%B4%B5%E5%B7%9E%E8%B4%B5%E9%98%B3_(28609887410).jpg

Apple's collaboration with local company, AIPO Cloud (Guizhou) Technology Co., Ltd (GCBD)
in Guizhou created a mutually beneficial arrangement. The government leveraged the operational
experience gained from hosting iCloud China to build its own digital governance platform. In

turn, Apple gained access to vast rural data streams that open new revenue opportunities.
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Image source: iCloud. bangdoll. 2013. Flickr.Link. CC BY-SA 2.0.


https://www.flickr.com/photos/bangdoll/8749025283/in/photostream/

With Apple’s investment, Guizhou became a critical backend for China's digital economy.

The number of newly registered big data companies in Guizhou
(2012-2018)
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Source: Data extracted from Wu and Lu (2019, 82); Graph extracted from Liu, K. Z. (2025). Making the China data Valley—the national integrated big data centre
system and local governance. Journal of Contemporary Asia, 55(2), 203-225; (Brookings, 2016).


https://www.brookings.edu/articles/did-apple-invest-in-didi-to-shield-itself-from-political-risk/

In 2021, artists and curators Iris Long

and He Zike began an investigative art
project titled, Under the Cloud.
Beginning with the Gui’an New
District, they visited digital
infrastructures in rural China and
organized lectures, exhibitions, and

workshops.

Source: Iris Long & He Zike (2022). Under the Cloud. Link. Image Source: Guizhou 01. Flickr. Link. CC BY-SA 2.0


https://temporalstack.com/UNDER-THE-CLOUD-2022;
https://www.flickr.com/photos/eflchina/4029624103/in/photolist-795SRD-7YNzhy-2cnLE3-cGkrBy-8393JU-gCVpv8-gCVxrv-gCTBtG-gCVjmU-foCWSA-4vUdRa-gCUSPF-iGk2m-gCUdQx-DnoCG-uJB3dJ-gCTHkS-Dnpja-Dnpkj-DnppV-73ovvs-Dnogb-Dnpme-Dnorq-DnpkT-DnoEZ-Dnohx-Dnp6f-92EMyi-DnoHj-Dnp4Z-sRTBA-DnpjB-Dnp8b-sRTu8-8pXEEZ-DnopQ-DnoeM-DnoDw-gCURfZ-DnonY-Dnofr-gCW2az-Dnp6P-bNMCYk-DnogN-DnoBW-DnoqG-Dnpn4-Dnoqh

Regarding Gui’an, the artists observed:
“The ground on which these “clouds” rest is becoming increasingly rocky.”

Source: Iris Long & He Zike (2022). Under the Cloud. Link. Image Source: the BLOB The BLOB installed by Iris Long and @He_Zike for TEMPORAL STACK: THE
DEEP SENSOR (2023). Rosa Menkman. Flickr. Link. CC BY 2.0.


https://temporalstack.com/UNDER-THE-CLOUD-2022
https://www.flickr.com/photos/r00s/52869248387/in/photolist-2oxSHBi-2mJFMXf-2mJEvqY-2mMsvJ6-2mMmVwC-2mMn4Mv-2mJK2de-2mMn4Ma-2mMvCa3-2mMvu7j

Why is the ground rocky? The artists point
to concerns over data privacy and rural
development pathways. Chinese citizens
cannot consent to how their iCloud data is
handled. There is no independent regulatory
body outside of party-state control and there
is no public reporting mechanism to ensure

transparency. Civil society groups warn that

iCloud China is part of the domestic

surveillance apparatus.

Al

Image Right: Remove iCloud. Myicloud. 2018. Wikimedia Commons. Link. Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 International Image Left: Security camera,
September 2018. Cody Logan. 2018. Wikimedia Commons. Link. Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 International


https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Remove-icloud.jpg
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en

A Counter-Imaginary: Blind Spot (2007) by Miao Ying

Miao Ying's Blind Spot (2007) exposes
how digital technology helps to enforce
censorship under an authoritarian
government by documenting 2,000
terms blocked on Google China. The
artist reveals the invisible, digital borders
placed on online information

domestically.

Source: Ying, M. 2007. "Blind Spot."” Net Art Anthology. [Link]. Image Source: Miaoying newmuseummiao ying 2017. WangWang21. Wikimedia
Commons. Link. Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 International


https://anthology.rhizome.org/blind-spot
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Miaoying_newmuseummiao_ying_2017.png
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Miaoying_newmuseummiao_ying_2017.png
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/en:Creative_Commons
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en

The physical infrastructure behind digital technology also impacts rural life. Bishan Commune
was a social-art experiment in Bishan Village, China (2011-2016). Founded by Chinese curators
Ou Ning and Zuo Jing, it was part of a rural reconstruction movement seeking to creatively revive

rural life through art and democratic engagement rather than hegemonic development models.
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Source: Ning, Ou. (2010) “Bishan Commune: how to start your own Utopia”. Link. Image Source: Ou Ning in Bishan Village - 2012. Lanyuan. Wikimedia Commons.
Link. Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 International.


https://www.moleskinefoundationcollection.org/ou-ning-bishan-commune-how-to-start-your-own-utopia-1762/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ou_Ning_in_Bishan_Village%EF%BC%8C2012.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/en:Creative_Commons
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en

The Bishan Commune was
terminated by local authorities,
forcing Ou Ning to incorporate
"economic development” into the
project’s terminology to survive. This
illustrates how radical artistic and
independent action is attacked under

authoritarianism, and the continued

suppression of free speech.

Source: Ning, O. (2015). Bishan Commune: How to Start Your Own Utopia. A notebook by the Chinese activist, editor, and curator Ou Ning. [Link] Image Source:
Gfp-china-anhui-fields-ponds-and-sky. Yinan Chen. Wikimedia Commons. Link.


https://antipyrine.dk/products/ou-ning-bishan-commune-how-to-start-your-own-utopia
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Gfp-china-anhui-fields-ponds-and-sky.jpg

3. TikTok in the USA

Image source: TikTok Headquarters Coolcaesar. 2024. Wikimedia Commons. Link. Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 International.



https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:TikTok_Headquarters.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/en:Creative_Commons
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en

National security rhetoric continues to frame how TikTok is regulated within the USA.

“We will continue to pursue a positive, constructive, and 2010 Obama National Security Strategy

comprehensive relationship with China.”

“The scope of our cooperation with China is unprecedented even as 2015 Obama National Security Strategy

we remain alert.”

« ) » « . .
A return to great power competition,” though “nothing is 2015 Secretary of Defense Ashton Carter

preordained about this relationship.”

“China. .. want[s] to shape a world antithetical to U.S. valuesand ()17 Trump National Security Strategy

interests.”

“The Chinese Communist Party[’s] actions are the primary 2020 Secretary of State Mike Pompeo

challenge today in the free world.”

“Our relationship with China will be competitive when it should

Secret f State Mike P
be, collaborative when it can be, and adversarial when it must be.” 2021 ceretaty of otate Aike Tompeo

Source: Bateman, J. (2022). U.S.-China Technological “Decoupling”. Carnegie International Endowment for Peace. [Link].


https://carnegie-production-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/static/files/Bateman_US-China_Decoupling_final.pdf
https://carnegie-production-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/static/files/Bateman_US-China_Decoupling_final.pdf

While the US government has restricted Chinese access to the TikTok algorithm, the US government

has made few measures to ensure transparency, data privacy rights, and civil liberties.

Trump signs two executive orders, one
The Federal Trade Commission alleges

that TikTok (then Musical.ly) violated with US firms, second requiring
child privacy laws, fined TikTok a $5.7 ByteDance to divest TikTok’s US

million civil penalty

barring TikTok from doing business

erations.

February 2019 August 2020

September 2019 June 2021

Following leaked documents The Biden administration

suggesting TikTok moderates political revokes the two executive
content, US politicians call for orders following their being

national security review of TikTok /

blocked by the courts.

Musical ly through the Committee on

Foreign Investment in the U.S.

Source: United States of America v. Musically. (2019). [Link]; Sources: Alex Hern (2019). Revealed: how TikTok censors videos that do not please Beijing [Link].


https://www.ftc.gov/business-guidance/blog/2019/02/largest-ftc-coppa-settlement-requires-musically-change-its-tune
https://www.ftc.gov/business-guidance/blog/2019/02/largest-ftc-coppa-settlement-requires-musically-change-its-tun%20%20https:/www.theguardian.com/technology/2019/sep/25/revealed-how-tiktok-censors-videos-that-do-not-please-beijing

President Trump signed two executive orders in 2020. The first banned American companies from
any transaction with TikTok. The second gave ByteDance 90 days to divest from any US

operations. The orders were blocked by courts then revoked by the Biden administration.

Sources: Trump Admin (2020). Executive Order on Addressing the Threat Posed by TikTok [Link]; Order Regarding the Acquisition of Musical.ly by ByteDance Ltd
[Link]; Michael T. Borgia et al. (2021). Biden Administration Rescinds Trump's TikTok and WeChat Bans, Issues Two Executive Orders Highlighting Policies on
Chinese Tech Companies [Link]. Image source: Wikimedia Commons [Link]. As a work of the U.S. federal government, it is in the public domain.



https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/presidential-actions/executive-order-addressing-threat-posed-tiktok
https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/presidential-actions/order-regarding-acquisition-musical-ly-bytedance-ltd
https://www.dwt.com/blogs/media-law-monitor/2021/10/biden-tiktok-executive-order
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Executive_Order_on_the_Review_of_Designations_Under_the_Antiquities_Act_Signing.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Work_of_the_United_States_Government
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_Government_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/public_domain

In 2022, ByteDance employees in ﬁ.
China accessed private user data on
TikTok. This led the company to
move all US user traffic to Oracle
Cloud Infrastructure in the US.

Similar to Apple’s localized servers
in China, it is not guaranteed that
the US would access private user

data as well.

Sources: Emily Baker-White (2022). Leaked Audio From 80 Internal TikTok Meetings Shows That US User Data Has Been Repeatedly Accessed From China [Link];
Albert Calamug (2022). Delivering on our US data governance [Link]. Oracle South Jordan Data Center, Utah, Center for for Land Use Interpretation [Link].

Attribution-Noncommercial-Share Alike 4.0 Creative Commons License.



https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/emilybakerwhite/tiktok-tapes-us-user-data-china-bytedance-access
https://newsroom.tiktok.com/delivering-on-our-us-data-governance?lang=en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/deed.en

Sources: TikTok (n.d.). What is USDS and how is it governed? [Link].

In 2022, TikTok also unveiled project
Texas, a plan for the US Data Security
(USDS) division to control all US data
collected by TikTok. USDS gains access
to TikTok's software code and back-end

systems, and moderates platform content.


https://usds.tiktok.com/what-is-usds

Timeline of Tik Tok Ban in US (2022-2025)

As part of “Project Texas,” Tik Tok

announces that “100% of US user

traffic is being routed to Oracle

Cloud Infrastructure.” Ownership ByteDance (and TikTok) sue the US
remains outside of the US. government.
June 2022 May 2024
April 2024 January 2025

A “ban-or-sell” bill is introduced, this The Supreme Court upholds
the ban. Days later, TikTok

shuts down its service in the

one eventually being signed into law by

the Biden Administration.

US for a single day.

Sources: Rubbert, E (2025). The TikTok Ban: National Security Civil Liberties Concerns. University of Washington [Link].


https://jsis.washington.edu/news/u-s-tiktok-ban-national-security-and-civil-liberties-concerns/

Lawmakers thought Project Texas was insufficient in addressing their security concerns. As part of
a $95B foreign aid bill in 2024, congress passed a law that would require ByteDance to sell Tik Tok
or face a US ban.

September 2025 Map

Blue = TikTok available

Green=TikTok available, but

under a de jure ban

Yellow= TikTok available, but

.. under de facto ban

/ ; Grey=TikTok unavailable

Sources: H.R.7521 - Protecting Americans from Foreign Adversary Controlled Applications Act (2024). [Link]. Image Source: Availability of TikTok
in the World (2025-present). Freedoxm. Wikimedia Commons. [Link].


https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/7521

Banning TikTok is unconstitutional. TikTok sues the US government, citing the
First and Fifth Amendment.

“...for TikTok, any such divestiture would disconnect Americans from the rest
of the global community on a platform devoted to shared content — an
outcome fundamentally at odds with the Constitution’s commitment to both

free speech and individual liberty.”

Source: TikTok inc. v. Merrick B. Garland. (2024). [Link]


https://sf16-va.tiktokcdn.com/obj/eden-va2/hkluhazhjeh7jr/AS%20FILED%20TikTok%20Inc.%20and%20ByteDance%20Ltd.%20Petition%20for%20Review%20of%20H.R.%20815%20%282024.05.07%29%20%28Petition%29.pdf?x-resource-account=public

“Banning TikTok is unprecedented,
unconstitutional, and un-American. If the Supreme
Court allows the government to shut down an
entire platform on such a flimsy evidentiary record,
it would set a disturbing precedent for future
government restrictions on online speech. It would

also increase the risk that sweeping invocations of

“national security” will trump our constitutional

rights.”

-ACLU, 2025

Sources: American Civil Liberties Union (2025). Banning TikTok is Unconstitutional. The Supreme Court Must Step In [Link]. Image: The Constitution of the
United States. Wikimedia Commons. [Link]. This work is in the public domain in the United States because it was published (or registered with the U.S. Copyright
Office) before January 1, 1931


https://www.aclu.org/news/national-security/banning-tiktok-is-unconstitutional-the-supreme-court-must-step-in
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Constitution_of_the_United_States_LCCN2003655764.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/public_domain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Publication
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Copyright_Office
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Copyright_Office

Closing virtual borders can have harmful effects on the free flow of information. A
Counter-Imaginary: PolitEcho (2021)

PolitEcho

PolitEcho is an open-source Google Political leanings of all your friends

Here's the political sentiment of your friend list based on our predictors.

Next

Chroe plug-in that allows users to see
how their social media news feeds were
marked by political bias, revealing how
social media platforms create

echo-chambers.

Source: PolitEcho (2021). Is your news feed a bubble? PolitEcho. [Link]. Image Source: Screenshot Via PolitEcho. Link.


https://politecho.org/
https://github.com/politecho/politecho/blob/master/img/friends.png

A Counter-Imaginary: Search Atlas by Rodrigo Ochigame and Katherine Ye
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Search Atlas allows users to cross digital
borders. Information can be siloed
within a country’s borders. By exposing
how the same query produces different
results across regions, it makes visible the
cultural, political, and algorithmic biases

embedded in these systems.


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=snls9rGWfxQ

Welcome back!

Despite this, the US Supreme Court rules
against TikTok, claiming divestiture Thanks for your patience and

“necessary to address its well-supported support. As a result of President
Trump's efforts, TikTok is back in

national security concerns regarding the s
e US.!

TikTok’s data collection practices and
relationship with a foreign adversary.” You can continue to create, share,
TikTok shuts down voluntarily, to resume and discover all the things you

service a day later when Trump issues no love on TikTok.
penalties.

Continue

Source: Tiktok Inc. v. Garland. (2025). [Link]; Sources: Amy Howe (2025). Supreme Court upholds Tik Tok ban [Link]; Source: Caitlin Yilek (2025). Tik Tok
starts restoring service in the U.S. after shutting down over divest-or-ban law [Link]. Screenshot of TikTok announcing the app being unbanned in the
United States. TikTok. Wikimedia Commons. Link. The depicted text is ineligible for copyright and therefore in the public domain because it is not a “literary
work” or other protected type in sense of the local copyright law.



https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/24pdf/24-656_ca7d.pdf?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAR24tITrslTZma7uswrnjfQnNkUKBnogLRdiHaEm8D5zJ5DmMHL28pwhCa4_aem_lvTaSliTUGsw9pLdPQymPg%EF%BC%89
https://www.scotusblog.com/2025/01/supreme-court-upholds-tiktok-ban
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/tiktok-voluntarily-shuts-down-in-u-s-divest-or-ban-law-set-to-take-effect
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Screenshot_of_TikTok_announcing_the_app_being_unbanned_in_the_United_States.png
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Screenshot_of_TikTok_announcing_the_app_being_unbanned_in_the_United_States.png
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Screenshot_of_TikTok_announcing_the_app_being_unbanned_in_the_United_States.png
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Copyrights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/public_domain

Finally, Donald Trump signed an executive order to sell TikTok to a US based firm. TikTok

continues to benefit from US—generated revenue and retains <20% ownership.

Sources: John Ruwitch (2025). Deal for TikTok creates U.S. joint venture, and government won't have a stake [Link]. P20250925]B-0765 President Donald Trump
signs proclamations and executive orders. Wikimedia Commons. Link. The White House. As a work of the U.S. federal government, it is in the public domain.


https://www.npr.org/2025/09/22/nx-s1-5550152/tiktok-deal-joint-venture
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:P20250925JB-0765_President_Donald_Trump_signs_proclamations_and_executive_orders.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:P20250925JB-0765_President_Donald_Trump_signs_proclamations_and_executive_orders.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:P20250925JB-0765_President_Donald_Trump_signs_proclamations_and_executive_orders.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Work_of_the_United_States_Government
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_Government_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/public_domain

The US takes a decidedly gradual and fragmented approach to data privacy legislation. Rather than
protecting the right to privacy as a universal civil liberty, US federal law focuses its strictest
protections on specific categories of vulnerable data and populations. Those groups include

children, healthcare, and government information.

Source: Kokas, A. (2023). Trafficking data: How China is winning the battle for digital sovereignty. Oxford University Press.



Conclusion




The cases of Apple and TikTok show that
data privacy continues to be marginalized by
both the Chinese and US governments. The
two countries restrict the other’s access to
citizens data, but this does not correlate with
greater respect for civil liberties

domestically.
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Image source: Office of the Privacy Commissioner for Personal Data entrance 4. Squirist. 2019. Wikimedia Commons. Link. Creative Commons Attribution 4.0

International.


https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Office_of_the_Privacy_Commissioner_for_Personal_Data_entrance_4.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/en:Creative_Commons
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en
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